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White Stripes: Garage Rock in a ‘Bigger Room’ 
MUSIC, From C1 
  

cent marks one of those rare and wondrous mo- 
ments when you look at the Billboard charts and 
think: Sometimes the system works. The band’s 
fourth album, “Elephant,” has outsold Madonna’s 
latest, which is astounding given that just 18 
months ago, hardly anyone but dedicated Spin 
readers knew their name. 

If you’ve never heard thetn, the White Stripes 
are a bit like Led Zeppelin on a pauper’s budget_— 

age to their forefathers and -mothers: a cover of 
Bob Dylan’s “One More Cup of Coffee,” a glower- 
ing take on Burt Bacharach and Hal David’s “I 
Just Don’t Know What to Do With Myself” and a 
tingle-inducing version of Dolly Parton’s “Jo- 
lene.” Blues legend Son House was resurrected 
through an electric slide re-imagining of “Death 
Letter.” Meg stepped to the mic for her one tune, 
“In the Cold, Cold Night,” but mostly spent the 
evening pounding the basics on her drums, and 
ielding the spotlight to Jack. The show ended     

POP MUSIC 
  

Al Kooper 

1 Kooper probably has as many 
brushes with rock-and-roll 

greatness as any musician alive. To 
name but two: Kooper came up 
with, and played, the organ riff that 
catries “Like a Rolling Stone” during 
his first studio session with Bob 
Dylan, and produced “Free Bird” the 
Hire me ne recorded aakta: 
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Dance 

Synchronicity Anniversary 
By Lisa TRAIGER 
Special to The Washington Post 
  

ou can step, but can you 
dance? That was the chal- 
lenge a young viewer once 
threw down to the dancers 

of Washington’s Step Afrika! They 
can dance indeed. They pound the 
stage in churning syncopated 
rhythms, they rock, they break, they 
flip, they roll, and best of all, they 
step—the percussive art form made 
popular by the black fraternity and 
sorority movement at Howard Uni- 
versity and now making its way to 
concert stages around the nation. 

Step dancing, a uniquely African 
American dance form, relies on hard- 
driving foot stomps, syncopated 
hand clapping and body slapping, 
and, most interestingly, a form of call 
and response that both maintains 
discipline and pokes fun at compet- 
ing groups or pop culture. There’s al- 
so a fiercely competitive streak 
among the fraternities and soror- 
ities, which turns many step-dance 
competitions into elite displays of 
physical, rhythmic and oral dexter- 

ity. 
Saturday night at the Lincoln The- 

atre, Step Afrika! celebrated’ the 
union of two cultures on two conti- 
nents. More than a decade ago Step 
Afrika’s founder, Brian Williams, 
made a pilgrimage to South Africa, 
where he observed the striking simi- 
larity between the percussive step 
dancing of his college fraternity, Al- 
pha Phi Alpha, and the traditional 
tribal and folkloric South African 
dances. From there, Step Afrika!, 
Williams’s company of 16 smart, sav- 
vy, sexy dancers, was born. This 
month the company is to return to 
the Step Afrika! International Cultur- 
al Festival in Soweto for its 10th 
year—to teach, to learn and to recon- 
nect with bonds that reside deeply in 
muscles and bones, in body and 
steps, of two distinct but linked cul- 
tures. 

A Step Afrika! program demon- 
strates these connections through 
rhythm and spirit. There’s a humor- 
ous -evocation of the now-defunct 
pledge line, where willing fraternity 
pledges once subjected themselves 
to. demanding, even militaristic bri- 

gades charged with complex steps: 
and chants. The women whip out 
some sharply precise moves of their 
own. In “Wade,” the spiritual—a 
baptism—merges with the secular—. 
percussive gumboot dancing—to an; 
a cappella rendition of “Wade in the: 
Water.” Black knee-high Wellington 
boots figure in “Sebenza” (“Work”), ; 
demonstrating how men find release 
from the hard labor of the South Afri-., 
can mines with boot-slapping, foot-., 
tapping variations as crystalline as ; 
cut diamonds. Lesole Maine, a South 
African modern dancer, took inspira- ; 
tion in the natural environment of ; 
the African savannah for his evoca- 
tive but long solo, “Uginisufokotho” » 
(“Brace Yourself”). 

The program also commemorated ., 
the life of Mbuyiselwa’ “Jackie” Se.., 
mela, founder of Soweto Dance The-; 
atre and co-founder of the Step Afri- 
ka! International Cultural Festival, 
who died earlier this year. The youth- . 
ful exuberance of the Young Extreme 
Steppers, a high-energy group of 9-, 
to 16-year-olds, opened the evening, 
and the fierce energy of the Step Afri- . 
ka! traditional Zulu Dance closed it. 

  

    
Step Afrika! celebrated 10 years of keeping its foot in two cultures. 
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